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heir advocacy 
work continues to 
be critical, as we 
seek to preserve, 
promote and expand 
competition in order 
to spur continued 
innovation, expand 

customer choice and lower prices. 
Equally important are the networking 
opportunities at the annual INCOMPAS 

show, which offers an economical way 
for network builder, service providers, 
and vendors to meet in a single 
location – saving travel costs and 
time – seal deals, and discover new, 
innovative products and services.

The Growing Communications 
Ecosystem
As the industry has evolved, so have 
the types of companies INCOMPAS 

represents. Their membership has 
grown beyond the competitive 
long distance, access and local 
exchange services from their early 
days to include builders of advanced 
networks, and internet, streaming, 
content, communications and 
technology companies of all sizes.

These companies are catalysts for 
economic growth. Through their 

For nearly four decades, INCOMPAS, formerly known as COMPTEL, has been the 
leading advocate for competition across all networks – from fiber and wireless, to 
streaming services, cloud and edge providers – building an ecosystem that enables 
all companies in the industry to network and do business. 
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INCOMPAS Brings Together 
Advocacy and Networking to Build 
Strong Competitive Ecosystem
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technological innovation, and the 
services they offer and applications 
enable, INCOMPAS members are 
improving the quality of life for 
all Americans. They are investing 
millions of dollars annually, offering 
a wide array of broadband voice, 
video, Internet and data offerings, 
using both wireline (copper/fiber) 
and wireless networks, these 
companies are delivering state-
of-the-art solutions, including 
managed services, cloud computing, 
data storage, over the top (OTT) 
content and streaming, and unique 
applications that are developed and 
deployed via broadband networks.

A Marketplace for Sealing Deals
Supporting the industry’s growth 
is The INCOMPAS Show, an annual 
trade show and conference that has 
earned a strong reputation over the 
past 30+ years as the place where 
business deals are done. Making up 
about 50 percent of attendees, The 
INCOMPAS Show attracts the highest 
ratio of key decision makers and top-
level executives of any other show in 
the industry.  

The INCOMPAS Show has historically 
taken place twice a year, in the spring 
and the fall, but in 2018, INCOMPAS 
moved to a single annual show – 
October 29-31 at the ARIA Resort in 
Las Vegas – designed to optimize 
travel and save valuable time while 
offering more opportunities to 
facilitate meaningful exchanges with 
prospective and existing clients and 
build sales pipelines.  

At The 2018 INCOMPAS Show, 
you can expect an agenda that is 
designed to foster even more deal 
making and networking.  At the heart 
of this is the popular Deal Center 
– dedicated space where you can 
take meetings – and the recently 
added Buyers Forum.  The Buyers 
Forum provides quality industry 
buyers the opportunity to meet and 
do business sellers from across the 
country in an open, speed-meeting 
forum during dedicated blocks of 
time in the exhibit hall. The forum lets 
buyers make effective use of their 
time at the show and meet several 
potential vendors in one place, while 

sellers can benefit from introductions 
and one-on-one meetings with new 
customers.  In addition, attendees 
can book dedicated meeting rooms 
both on and off the show floor, a 
reserved bar meeting lounge and 
reserved meeting pods, as well as 
networking tables.

Exhibiting at the 2018 INCOMPAS 
Show is another great way to gain 
visibility among prospects and 
showcase the new products and 
services. Recently introduced, the 
show is offering an all-inclusive kiosk 
that is an economical way to exhibit, 
eliminating the need to design and 
ship your own booth set-up to Las 
Vegas. For a single, flat-rate price, 
the kiosk offers everything exhibitors 
need: branding, TV monitor, electric, 
chairs, set-up and tear-down. 
Traditional 10’ x 10’ booth space is 
also available. Special packages also 
are available for first-time exhibitors. 

INCOMPAS members receive a 
number of benefits during The 
INCOMPAS Show, from savings on 
registration to discounts on exhibits 
and sponsorships. Additionally, in 
2018, INCOMPAS introduced a new 
membership category – Marketplace 
Membership – that is designed for 
vendors and providers of professional 
services.  The Marketplace 
Membership is offered for a flat-rate 
of $5,000, of which $2,500 can be 
used as a credit toward participation 
in the show. 

The Impact of Advocacy 
Representing competitive broadband 
companies that are building networks 
of the future and offering the 
services that are offered over those 
networks, INCOMPAS advocates for 
pro-competition and pro-innovation 
policies in Congress, at the White 
House, in the Courts and at the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC).  
For most Americans, broadband 
competition can’t come soon enough. 
Two-thirds of Americans have at 
best only two choices for high-speed 
broadband at home, while over 40 
percent have only one choice.  

One of their highest priorities in 
2018 is speeding the deployment of 

broadband, including fiber, small cells 
and 5G networks. Recently, the FCC 
adopted the Wireless Infrastructure 
Streamlining Order. INCOMPAS 
was an early and vocal supporter 
of the Order, which will reform the 
National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) and National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) process to exempt 
new small cell deployments. This 
Order is predicted to save $1.56 
billion – an amount that would cover 
the deployment of 55,000 new cell 
sites and create 17,000 new jobs. 
The race to 5G is a national priority, 
critical to economic growth and 
their nation’s security. This Order 
is a necessary first step, and will 
lead to more Americans, in more 
places, having access to faster, more 
affordable high-speed broadband. It 
will also fuel the innovation of new 
technologies, like the Internet of 
Things.

Network Deployment
Ultimately, driving a bi-partisan 
network deployment agenda forward 
in both Congress and at the FCC 
is critical for the future. To reach 
these goals, INCOMPAS supports 
the swift adoption by the FCC of a 
One Touch, Make Ready process for 
pole attachments – as its Broadband 
Deployment Advisory Committee 
(BDAC) has recommended – 
which will result in deployment of 
attachments safely, more efficiently 
and expeditiously than current 

One of their highest 
priorities in 2018 is 

speeding the deployment 
of broadband, including 
fiber, small cells and 5G 

networks

processes. As the BDAC concluded, 
this process should be applicable 
across all jurisdictions and for all 
entities. We also support prompt 
action by the FCC to address certain 
aspects of the permitting processes 
of state and local governments, 
which can have a substantial impact 
on deployment plans. Additionally, 
INCOMPAS supports the Dig Once 
Act, formally the Broadband Conduit 
Deployment Act, recently introduced 
in the House of Representatives by 
Reps. Anna Eshoo (D-CA) and David 
McKinley (R-VA), which will require all 
new federally funded roads to include 
broadband conduit.

Equally important, INCOMPAS has 
called for an end to building and 
condo monopolies that lock up 
customers and lock out broadband 
competition. More than 30 percent 
of Americans live in multi-dwelling 
units, and they deserve more choices 
and lower prices. The FCC looked into 
the issue last year but should take 
additional action to bring broadband 
competition to apartment buildings 
nationwide.  

INCOMPAS has been heartened by 
the inclusion of dedicated funds 
for broadband deployment in 
various spending and infrastructure 
bills in 2018. However, any new 
government initiatives intended to 
spur deployment must encourage 
investment and innovation from new 
companies seeking to get into the 
game. Infrastructure investments 
cannot devolve into a government 
subsidy fund for the largest, 
incumbent providers. Bringing 
competition to broadband means a 
level playing field where innovation 
and customer service wins the day 
– be it from an incumbent or a new, 
competitive provider.  

Net Neutrality
INCOMPAS believes broadband 
competition and open internet policies 
go hand in hand. Strong net neutrality 
principles have launched a streaming 
revolution. In last year alone, more 
than 22 million Americans cut 
the cord, and competitive content 
companies pumped $15 billion into 
creating original content. 

During the FCC’s reconsideration of 
its Open Internet policy framework, 
and in certain mergers, INCOMPAS 
has been the leading voice for 
consumer unfettered access to 
the content and services they love. 
Strong net neutrality policies have 
brought more choice, faster speeds, 
and lower prices. Main street 
businesses are migrating to the 
cloud in record numbers. INCOMPAS 
supports the no blocking, no 
throttling and no paid prioritization 
rules that were enshrined in the 
2015 Open Internet Order, as well 
as interconnection practices that 
are just and reasonable. Their 
members have come together to 
support the Open Internet based on 
their common interest in ensuring 
that consumers have access to 
this transformational platform. 
INCOMPAS plans to challenge 
the FCC’s repeal of the Open 
Internet rules and is also working 

in Congress towards a permanent 
legislative solution to save net 
neutrality.  

There will be plenty of other items 
on Washington’s agenda in 2018 
that will help achieve their ultimate 
goal of promoting competition 
and innovation across all types 
of networks. INCOMPAS remains 
diligent in holding policymakers 
accountable to these goals. Policies 
that speed deployment, without 
sacrificing competition, are the key to 
long-term investment in the networks 
of the future.

For more information about how 
your company can get involved – 
from supporting INCOMPAS public 
policy advocacy to networking at 
The INCOMPAS Show or throughout 
the year with other members – visit 
www.incompas.org or email info@
incompas.org.


