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INCOMPAS CEO Reflects Role Members Played During Pandemic
Welcome Back!

Life seems to be returning to normal, and 
one way of knowing this is the return of 
in-person conferences such as The 2021 

INCOMPAS Show.
“We are excited to be able to host The 2021 

INCOMPAS Show in person this year and 
have the opportunity to be with our friends and 
colleagues from the industry,” said INCOMPAS 
CEO Chip Pickering.

But despite the smiles, the excitement, the 
networking possibilities, the deal making and the 
overall celebratory mood of seeing old friends and 
meeting new ones that will prevail throughout the 
event, Pickering cautions all attendees to keep 
their safety and the health of others in mind.

“We are complying with the current local and 
hotel requirements that masks be worn in all 
indoor areas except when eating and drinking,” 

Pickering said. “We also ask that everyone 
comply with the current CDC guidelines and 
follow our 4 W’s of Wellness: in addition to 
wearing a mask, be sure to wash your hands, 
watch your distance and do a wellbeing check, 

which includes ensuring you have had no known 
exposures to others with COVID, or experienced 
symptoms, in the last two weeks.

“It has not been easy as our members and 
their families have faced tragic illness and loss 
during the global pandemic, but with the effective 
vaccines and treatments, we are more hopeful 
now that there is a better path forward,” he 
added. “Through this major disruption, nonethe-
less, broadband connectivity and the services 
that are delivered through those connections 
are more important than ever before. And that 
will continue as we’ve seen the impact on these 
connections for our nation’s economic future.”

During the disruptive pandemic, the 
INCOMPAS members’ services have been crit-
ical, Pickering noted. 

 (Continued on page 4)
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“The broadband network, online content and 
software companies, and the vendors that serve 
them, are the main reason that children were 
able to continue to learn when schools closed, 
employees were able to continue to work from 
home, consumers had telehealth options, and 
goods and services that could be delivered to 

us could continue to meet our needs,” he said. 
“INCOMPAS and its members were the first to 
take the Keep Americans Connected pledge. 
The vast majority of our network companies 
are participating in the emergency programs 
Congress and the Trump and Biden administra-
tions have funded to help families who have 

faced financial hardship 
during the pandemic.”

Pickering noted that 
through the American Rescue 
Plan, the Biden Administra-
tion has focused on funding 
areas without any broadband 
or very slow broadband so 
communities can attain fiber 
network investment. 

“Not only will this fiber offer the broadband 
connectivity these communities need, it will also 
support deployment of fixed wireless, 5G and 
satellite services that will ensure consumers 
and small businesses can get online and have 
competitive options,” Pickering said. “Congress 
is looking to invest an additional $65 billion 
through the bipartisan infrastructure bill that 
awaits a vote in the House. And additional broad-
band funding is being discussed by lawmakers 
for the Build Back Better Plan that is being nego-
tiated in the reconciliation package.”

All that has kept the INCOMPAS team busy, 
as it has worked diligently to ensure its member 
companies’ voices are heard in Washington 
D.C., and in the state and local communities 
they serve. 

“We launched the BroadLand campaign – 
which I’ll be speaking to former FCC Commis-
sioner Mignon Clyburn about during a session 
at 1:30 p.m. today – to highlight the importance 
of competitive broadband, including 1 gigabit 
and beyond networks and the online content that 
is driving more investment in those networks,” 
Pickering stated. “We’ve been able to continue 
our representation of our members’ interests, 
educate them about funding available to assist 
them in serving their communities and continue 
to offer the industry relevant content through our 
online presence.

“Like many of you, we too have worked from 
our homes as needed to keep ourselves and 
our loved ones safe, and we could not have 
done it without our members’ services and 
support,” he added.

But just looking back at successes during the 
pandemic-plagued year-and-a-half doesn’t paint 
the proper picture for INCOMPAS. 

“Over the past decade, we have really seen 
the power of competition and creators coming 
together,” Pickering offered. “INCOMPAS 
unified the internet and streaming side of the 
marketplace with new network builders focused 
on faster speeds and greater capacity to give 
consumers more options and small business 
more opportunities to grow. 

“From major victories on tech transitions 
to interconnection battles that enabled the 
streaming revolution to take flight, INCOMPAS 
has continued to advocate for building new 
networks of the future,” he said.  p

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2021
7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Registration Open 

Brera Commons 
Sponsored by Granite Telecommunications

7:00 a.m. Deal Center and Expo Hall Open
Brera Ballroom

7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast in Expo Hall
Sponsored by Education Networks of America

8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Policy Workshop
Castellana Ballroom
•  Spectrum, Cyber and Team Telecom Foreign Ownership – Speaker: Arpan Sura, Counsel, 

Hogan Lovells
•  The Path to a Fully Connected America: Strategies for Expanding Broadband Access and 

Affordability – Speakers: Henry T. Kelly, Partner, Kelley Drye; Bill Hunt, Of Counsel, Technology 
& Communications Law PLLC

9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. USF Reform – Process, Proposals and Stakeholder
Castellana Ballroom
Speakers:
•  Lindsay Stern, Attorney & Policy Advisor INCOMPAS (Moderator)
•  Sheba Chacko, Chief Regulatory Counsel, BT
•  Greg Guice, Director of Government Affairs, Public Knowledge
•  Carol Mattey, Principal, Mattey Consulting LLC

10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. All In on Eliminating Robocalls – What Industry and the FCC Must Still Do to Stop the 
Scourge
Castellana Ballroom
Speakers:
• Christopher L. Shipley, Attorney & Policy Advisor, INCOMPAS (Moderator)
• Sheba Chacko, Chief Regulatory Counsel, BT
•  Bob McCausland, VP of Regulatory & Government Affairs, Intrado Communications LLC
•  Michael Pryor, Shareholder, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP and Outside Counsel, 

Cloud Communications Alliance
•  Greg Rogers, Head of Global Policy & Regulatory Affairs, Bandwidth Inc.

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Opening Remarks
Expo Hall – Brera Ballroom

10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Dedicated Exhibitor Hours
Expo Hall – Brera Ballroom

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch
Expo Hall – Brera Ballroom

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Buyers Forum
Expo Hall – Brera Ballroom, adjacent to the INCOMPAS Bar

1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Break
Expo Hall – Brera Ballroom, Kiosk 6
Snack station sponsored by Communications Data Group

2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Broadband Infrastructure Workshop: Understanding and Unraveling Federal Funding 
Programs
Castellana Ballroom
Speakers:
•  Andrew Mincheff, Government Relations Director, INCOMPAS (Moderator)
•  Fletcher Kittredge, CEO, GWI
•  Matt Kohly, Director, Business Development, Socket Telecom
•  Paul St. Clair, Director, Federal Government Affairs, Windstream
•  Brian Worthen, CEO, Mammoth Networks

1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. BroadLand: Internet for All Castellana Ballroom 
Castellana Ballroom
Speakers:
•  Mignon L. Clyburn, Former Commissioner, FCC
• Chip Pickering, CEO, INCOMPAS

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Know, Grow, Scale: How to Maximize Growth Potential with Effective Marketing
Castellan Ballroom
Speakers:
•  Laura Johns, Founder and CEO, The Business Growers
• Amy Kohl, Founder and CEO, AK Operations

4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Dedicated Exhibitor Hours
Expo Hall – Brera Ballroom

4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Taste of Vegas Opening Night Reception
Expo Hall – Brera Ballroom
Sponsored by Crown Castle

www.bekapublishing.com
https://www.granitenet.com/
https://www.ena.com/
https://www.cdg.ws/
https://www.crowncastle.com/
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In this competitive world, it helps to have a partner you can rely 
on for the connectivity solutions you need to grow your business 
and serve your customers. 

Whether it is cell tower and small cell backhaul, construction 
services or connections to central offices, data centers, carrier 
hotels or end users, FirstLight is that partner.

Miles of Fiber: ~24,000 
Lit Locations: ~10,000 on-net and ~30,000 within close proximity

Data  |  Internet  |  Voice  |  Data Center 
Managed Services  |  Monitoring 
Cloud Computing  |  Unified Communications 
Construction Services

The First Choice for Carriers

Find out how FirstLight solutions can enhance your network and grow your business, 
call 800-461-4863 or visit www.FirstLight.net
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In its return to an in-person event, 
The 2021 INCOMPAS Show has 
planned well and created an agenda 

that is sure to please all attendees.
“We have a packed agenda 

featuring informative educational 
content led by subject matter experts, 
time for meeting and exploring the 
Expo Hall, and networking opportuni-
ties like tonight’s Taste of Las Vegas 
Opening Night Reception, happy hour 
on Tuesday night in the Expo Hall 
and our 40th anniversary bash,” said 
INCOMPAS CEO Chip Pickering.

Following the 2020 virtual show, the 
return to a physical Expo Hall should 
be a welcomed addition this year.

“Our sold out Expo Hall is some-
thing that should not be missed,” 
Pickering noted. “You’ll have a 
chance to visit with our exhibitors 
and sponsors located there and set 
up meetings with those companies 
hosting meeting space on the show 
floor or private meeting rooms.

“Also be sure to take advantage of 
the Buyers Forum today and Tuesday,” 
he continued. “Open to all attendees, 
the Buyers Forum gives you the 
chance to make important connections 
with the people responsible for making 
buying decisions at more than a dozen 
top service providers.”

While the Expo Hall always is a 
focus, The 2021 INCOMPAS Show 
wouldn’t be complete without its 
signature educational content.

“We have a great line up of 
keynotes, panel discussions and 
workshops,” Pickering said. “Today 
will kick off with our Policy work-
shop, with presentations from 
Hogan Lovells and Kelley Drye. 
Followed by panels on USF reform, 
robocall requirements and a special 
presentation on the INCOMPAS 
BroadLand campaign, in addition 
to a panel focused on broadband 
infrastructure funding.

“We’ll also host a special 

session – “How to Know, Grow and 
Scale your Business with Effective 
Marketing” – where you can learn 
how to avoid wasting time, energy 
and money on trendy marketing 
tactics that ultimately result in a 
failed, costly experiment,” he added.

On Tuesday, the day begins with 
the popular Executive Breakfast 
Program.

“This year’s program – Acceler-
ating Revenue Growth – will be the 
first of a series of discussions that 
will continue with follow-up webi-
nars hosted by Axcent Networks 
throughout 2022,” Pickering said.

Following the breakfast will 
be a panel of current and former 
INCOMPAS Board Chairs reflecting on 
40 years of competition as INCOMPAS 
celebrates its anniversary. 

During the afternoon, INCOMPAS 
turns its attention to 5G, starting 
with keynote speaker Tom Cullen, 
executive vice president of Corporate 
Development for DISH. His address 
will focus on DISH’s experience 
building out a nationwide 5G network.

Two panels will follow Cullen that 
focus on the infrastructure and spec-
trum needed to support successful 
5G deployments.

“We will close our agenda on 
Tuesday with our popular Women in 
Tech program, which will include a 
happy hour and interactive discussion 
on building your personal brand. Then 
it’s off to the 14th floor of the Cosmo-
politan to celebrate INCOMPAS’ 

anniversary poolside, overlooking the 
Vegas skyline,” he said.

Because INCOMPAS attendees 
have not been able to meet in 
person during the pandemic, Pick-
ering said he expects everyone is 
going to have busy schedules.

“That’s why we’ve made 
ConnectIN – our digital platform 
– available to all attendees. From 
the ConnectIN mobile app or online 
platform, you can watch all sessions 
on-demand about 24 hours after 
they happen live. And you’ll be able 
to search the attendee list, reach out 
to others and schedule meetings all 
from the palm of your hand,”  
he said.

For first-time attendees, Pickering 
recommends they use ConnectIN to 
its “maximum potential.”

“Either as a mobile app, or from 
the browser on your computer, 
ConnectIN enables you to access 
the attendee list; make connec-
tions and network before, during 
and after the show; explore new 
companies and contacts; and get 
exclusive access to keynotes, work-
shops, panel discussions and bonus 
content on demand,” Pickering said.

Finally, he said new and returning 
attendees who have questions, 
who may be looking for a specific 
company or who need anything while 
at the show, should just look for an 
INCOMPAS staff member.

“We’re happy to help,” Pickering 
said. p

INCOMPAS Returns to Las Vegas with Well-planned Agenda
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FiberLight LLC, a fiber infrastructure provider 
with more than 20 years of experience 
building and operating mission-critical, 

high-bandwidth networks, announced earlier 
this month that it is partnering with Encompass 
North America in Katy, Texas, to bring its high-
bandwidth connectivity to previously underserved 
areas in southern Texas. 

FiberLight was responsible for connecting one 
data center and three towers so residents in the 
towns of Fulshear, Wallis and Simonton, Texas, 
can receive high-speed internet access through 
Encompass North America.

Building off of its recent success across the 
state of Texas, FiberLight now provides Encom-
pass customers with the ability to tap into their 
state-of-the art fiber ring to address the needs of 
local customers that are looking for a variety of 
carrier and connectivity options. 

Encompass is providing superior internet 
and related services to rural customers that 
have been underserved by large providers. 
Connecting every customer to what matters 
most to them, wirelessly, is leveling the connec-
tivity playing field for residents outside major 
metropolitan areas.

The Federal Communications 
Commission shows that only 44 
percent of U.S. residents have 
access to fiber networks, and in 
Texas nearly 56 percent of house-
holds have no broadband access. 

On the heels of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
high-speed internet access has proven to be 
a core differentiating factor to those looking to 
access services, attend school and perform 
their jobs remotely. Encompass North America 
believes all residents should have access to 
core services such as high-speed internet and 
is partnering with FiberLight to bring world-class 
broadband technology to make this a reality.

“The work being done by the team at Encom-
pass North America is truly inspiring,” said Fiber-
Light CEO Chris Rabii. “We are proud to have 
been selected as the fiber provider for this initial 
project in Wallis, Simonton and Fulshear, Texas. 
We look forward to enabling Encompass to bring 
new services and connectivity to each resident 
and commend them for looking where other 
providers won’t go.”

Encompass’ Chief Financial Officer Youl-
landa Driver added, “If we’ve learned anything 

over the past 18-months 
it’s that high-speed internet 
is a required, core utility 
for every resident. We are 
excited to have connected 
our first data center with the 
initial three towers to bring 
this reality to our neighbors. 
The team at FiberLight has 
worked hard to make this 
a seamless and cost-effective option for our 
customers. We look forward to many more future 
engagements.”

FiberLight designs, builds and deploys 
mission critical networks and responsive 
customer networks. It’s high-bandwidth fiber 
optic networks ensure seamless integration 
and interaction that gives its customers the 
speed they need where they are. The company 
has more than 10,000 fiber route miles 
throughout Texas.

The company operates in more than 30 
metropolitan areas in the United States. Its 
service portfolio includes high-capacity Ethernet 
and wave transport services, cloud connect, 
dedicated internet access, dark fiber and wire-
less backhaul serving domestic and international 
telecom companies, wireless, wireline, cable and 
cloud providers as well as players across enter-
prise, government and education.  p

For more information, visit FiberLight at Booth 
3 in the Expo Hall or fiberlight.com.
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FiberLight Powers Encompass North America  
for High-Speed Internet in South Texas  

CDG Launches MBS Field Tech 
Mobile App

Communications Data Group (CDG) 
launched the MBS Field Tech mobile 
application for Android and iOS, which 

allows company field technicians or anyone 
else that needs to complete work from remote 
locations to manage the MBS tasks and 
trouble ticket jobs assigned to them or find a 
nearby job to work. 

The app allows MBS users to update 
statuses, manage equipment, invoke provi-
sioning, generate e-sign documents, access 
and add customer notes and documents, and 
send status update texts to customers. 

MBS Field Tech also supports fleet view 
capabilities to help techs find field support, 
when things don’t go according to plan, and to 
provide an offline mode for storing information 
when no cellular service available.

“Providing a true mobile application for 
our MBS customers greatly enhances their 
ability to work on MBS jobs and tasks from 
remote situations,” said CDG Vice President of 

Product Development Mike Chalk. “While our 
previous mobile website provided many tools, 
the new app takes the mobile accessibility and 
usability to the next level.” 

The MBS Field Tech mobile app was devel-
oped in collaboration with Red Foundry, a 
custom mobile app development company.

CDG has been providing scalable, accurate 
billing and operational support solutions (B/
OSS) for voice, video and data for retail and 
wholesale telecommunications carriers and 
service providers since 1970.

Options include: BDS, Interconnect, CABS, 
Mediation, MBS Customer Care, Network/
Plant, Trouble, Service Provisioning, E-Care, 
Task Management, CRM/Prospects, and third-
party financial, accounting, mapping, and facil-
ities management products. Service bureau, 
hosted, and licensed options are available.  p

Visit the CDG at Kiosk 6 in the Expo Hall or 
www.cdg.ws to learn more.

Chris Rabii
CEO, FiberLight

“The work being 
done by the team  

at Encompass North 
America is truly  

inspiring.” 

www.bekapublishing.com
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Tilson, a national network development 
services firm, and its asset-owning 
affiliate, Tilson Infrastructure, backed 

by SDC Capital Partners, have partnered with 
Plenary Americas and Plenary Broadband 
Infrastructure (PBI) to maintain, operate and 
develop network infrastructure and extend 
broadband capacity along 220 miles of the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike. 

The large-scale fiber 
optic network project will 
increase broadband acces-
sibility to unserved and 
underserved communities 
and support advanced tele-
communications applications 

for improved safety and 
mobility on the Turnpike.

Construction began 
earlier this spring along 

the eastern part of the mainline and completion 
is estimated for early 2022.

“This unique partnership will produce a 
fiber-optic infrastructure that will become an 
essential element for roadway monitoring and 
surveillance, allowing us to enhance safety and 
improve incident response on our system, as 
well as set a foundation for rural broadband,” 
said Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission CEO 
Mark Compton in a press release.

PBI and Tilson Infrastructure will commercialize 
dark fiber capacity along the route and develop 

network infrastructure 
that will provide increased 
connectivity for the region, 
while also maintaining  the 
intelligent transportation and 
commercialization infrastruc-
ture to ensure high reliability.

The network will enable customers including 
large enterprises, internet and telecom providers, 
cable multiple-system operators, municipali-
ties and educational institutions to expand their 
service areas and customer reach on direct, low 
latency routes across Pennsylvania. 

“I’m excited to lead Tilson Infrastructure’s 
commercialization efforts supporting the Penn-
sylvania Turnpike Commission and its goals,” 
said Ian Horowitz, director of Fiber Business 
Development for Tilson Infrastructure. “The 
new dark fiber provides carriers, hyperscalers, 
data centers and internet service providers 
with the bandwidth needed to reach municipali-
ties, universities, cell towers, poles, enterprise 
customers and others without the need to buy 
aging fiber or be faced with having the expense 
to build it themselves.”

“Plenary Broadband Infrastructure is proud 
to be partnering with the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission to increase broadband capacity and 
accessibility through an innovative, long-term 
partnership,” said Ed Dice, director of Project 
Delivery for Plenary Americas. “Our team is 
committed to providing reliable and highly respon-
sive network services for the benefit of all Turn-
pike users and the broader Pennsylvania market.”

Recognized 11 consecutive years on the 
Inc. 5000, Tilson provides network deployment 
and information system professional services 
to telecom, construction, utility and government 
clients. As a leading network design, build and 
operating firm, Tilson builds high-performing 
technology project teams who take on the 
largest and most impactful information infrastruc-
ture projects in the country.  p

Businesses interested in dark fiber may 
contact Horowitz at ihorowitz@tilsontech.com or 
visit www.tilsoninfrastructure.com. 
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Tilson and Plenary Americas Partner to Enhance 
Communications Capacity along Pennsylvania Turnpike

C ommunications Data Group (CDG) 
announced the recent integration 
of Calix’s internet usage monitoring 

capabilities into CDG’s MBS consumer and 
enterprise billing and OSS solution.

The integration will enable MBS clients 
using Calix’s Support Cloud services to access 
usage metrics associated with a customer’s 
internet services directly in MBS. The MBS 
integration produces an interactive chart that 
can be accessed through the Customer Care 
module. The chart shows usage details for an 
internet service including accumulated down-
load and upload totals, average bit rates and 
hourly and daily usage totals. 

“Incorporating Calix’s internet usage metrics 
into the MBS system is a great example of 
an integration that we feel benefits the user 
experience by simplifying the client’s ability to 
access this information directly through MBS,” 
CDG’s Vice President of Product Develop-
ment Mike Chalk explained. “Calix services are 
utilized by many of our current and prospective 
clients, and this integration is just one of many 
we have planned with Calix.”

CDG provides scalable, accurate billing 

and operational support solutions (B/OSS) 
for voice, video and data for retail and whole-
sale telecommunications carriers and service 
providers since 1970. 

Options include: BDS, Interconnect, CABS, 
Mediation, MBS Customer Care, Network / 
Plant, Trouble, Service Provisioning, E-Care, 
Task Management, CRM / Prospects, and 
third-party financial, accounting, mapping 
and facilities management products. Service 
bureau, hosted and licensed options  
are available.

Calix cloud and software platforms enable 
service providers to innovate and transform. 
Its customers use the real-time data and 
insights from Calix platforms to simplify their 
businesses and deliver experiences that 
excite their subscribers. The resulting growth 
in subscriber acquisition, loyalty and revenue 
creates more value for their businesses and 
communities. This is the Calix mission; to 
enable broadband service providers of all sizes 
to simplify, excite and grow.  p

For more information, visit CDG in Kiosk 6 
in the Expo Hall or online at www.cdg.ws.

Ian Horowitz
Director, Fiber Business 
Development, Tilson

CDG Introduces Calix Internet 
Usage Integration for MBS

mailto:ihorowitz@tilsontech.com
http://www.tilsoninfrastructure.com
www.bekapublishing.com


Consensus Cloud Solutions Inc. started 
as a secure digital document transmis-
sion solution more than 25 years ago 

and has grown to be a leading global digital 
cloud fax technology. 

On October 8, 2021, Consensus Cloud Solu-
tions started publicly trading as an independent 
company focused on serving compliance and 
data-driven organizations in the healthcare, 
financial, manufacturing and legal industries. It 
appears on NASDAQ as CCSI.

The Consensus solution suite will do more than 
transport documents securely. In the Consensus 
workflow, the document is enhanced through appli-
cation of advanced natural language processing, 
machine learning and artificial intelligence tech-
nologies to transform unstructured documents 
to structured intelligent data – enabling the easy 
extraction of meaningful insights.

This data exchange technology supports HL7/
FHIR and direct message protocols and can be used 
to accelerate critical decision-making processes.

The direction of the new Consensus solu-
tion suite creates an opportunity to focus on 

the growing needs for secure, intuitive ways 
to access, transform, enhance and exchange 
actionable data using innovative market-
leading interoperability capabilities.

“The exciting aspect of Consensus existing 
as its own public company is that now we get to 
dictate the pace of innovation in bringing new 
products and services to market,” said Scott 
Turicchi, CEO of Consensus Cloud Solutions. 
“Our first obligation is to the healthcare market, 
assisting providers, payers and caregivers to 
improve communications. In addition, because we 
deal with regulated organizations, much of what 
we offer can apply to document-reliant industries, 
such as legal, financial and manufacturing.” 

The Consensus healthcare interoperability 
suite of secure solutions offers features such as:

•  A unified digital environment that  
optimizes workflows

•  Real-time health event notifications
•  On-demand patient query
•  Direct secure messaging
•  Universal APIs
•  Natural language processing (NLP)/artificial 

intelligence (AI)
•  Electronic signature
•  eFax HITRUST CSF® certi-

fied digital cloud faxing
Consensus Cloud Solu-

tions Inc. has been a global 
leader of digital cloud fax 
technology for more than 25 
years. The company leverages 
its technology heritage to provide secure solu-
tions that transform simple digital documents 
into advanced healthcare standard HL7/FHIR for 
secure data exchange. 

Consensus offers eFax, is a global leader in 
online faxing, Consensus Unite and Consensus 
Harmony interoperability solutions, Consensus 
Signal for secure automatic real-time healthcare 
communications, Consensus Clarity, an Optical 
Character recognition (OCR) and NLP solution, 
and jSign for electronic digital signatures.  p

For more information about Consensus,  
visit meeting Table 21 in the Deal Center or learn 
more online at consensus.com. 

Scott Turicchi
CEO, Consensus  
Cloud Solutions

Consensus Addresses Need for Secure  
Data Exchange, Interoperability Solutions 
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Where do you want 
your circuit?

Type your address to find the fiber closest to you.

TYPE ADDRESS HERE

Where do you want 
your circuit?

Mammoth aggregates 60+ fiber 
networks across the Western US

TYPE ADDRESS HERE
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Conterra Makes Waves in Tier 2-3 Markets

There’s no doubt the waves market is 
heating up – and where it gets interesting 
is meeting the demand outside major 

metros and well-traveled long-haul routes. 
As IT localization continues and the whole-

sale market demands greater capacities, diverse 
routes and access to last-mile extensions, 
providers like Conterra are poised to respond. 

Explore Conterra’s new 400G wave services 
on unique routes in Louisiana, North Carolina 
and Texas.

Leveraging waves to connect key points of 
presence and data centers is important, but 
choosing the right partner for wave services is 
not only about location. 

Carriers looking to deploy waves quickly 
need rapid responses to quote requests, 
creative deal structures – and, of course, hyper-
competitive pricing. 

That’s where Conterra has put its focus: 
Doing the things that help carrier partners win 
more deals. 

For nearly three decades, Conterra has been 
designing, building and operating new tech-
nology-based telecom networks in the education, 

health care, enterprise and carrier industries 
throughout the United States. Over the years, it 
has continued to use leading-edge technologies 
to solve problems of slow, unreliable Internet and 
phone connections, as well as obsolete data, 
media and video transport circuits.

Conterra recognizes that today bandwidth 
drives business. Using fiber, fixed-wireless and 
hybrid solutions, the company continues to offer 
huge bandwidth capacity to these industries with 
forward-facing technologies and service.

Fiber allows the Conterra network infrastruc-
tures to have virtually unlimited bandwidth capacity 
at the speed of light This means it can deliver the 
highest levels of connectivity and reliability to its 
customers. The custom-built networks and robust 
services allow Conterra to tailor comprehensive 
solutions that fit any business or organization. And 
it delivers these solutions without compromising 
security or service quality. p

For more information, visit Conterra in Lobby 
Lounge 3 and online at www.conterra.com.

www.bekapublishing.com
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Socket Expands Jefferson City Fiber Network

Socket announced during a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony earlier this month that it will 
embark on a major expansion plan 

to bring its fiber internet service to homes in 
Jefferson City, Missouri. With the expansion, 
Socket will have the most extensive fiber-to-the-
home network in that city. 

“At Socket, we’re unusual – we bring unusu-
ally good internet and unusually good service 
to our customers. With this expansion into the 
Jefferson City market, Socket is proud to be the 
largest provider of residential fiber,” said Socket 
President and COO Carson Coffman. “Socket 
is committed to our investment in constructing 
critical internet infrastructure in and around 
Jefferson City. Our fiber network will allow 
customers to power everything from streaming 
entertainment services to laptops and tablets.”

Jefferson City Mayor Carrie Tergin said, 
“Now more than ever communications and 
connectivity are extremely important in our 
everyday lives, for work and economic growth. 

That is why expansion of fiber is so helpful and 
important for our city.”

Construction is completed in the neighbor-
hoods of Monticello, Quail Valley and Saddle-
brook. Areas under construction include 
Covington Gardens, Henwick Lane and Deer 
Park, with construction scheduled to start soon 
on Diamond Ridge, Meadows by the Club 

and West Landwehr Hills. The next phase of 
construction will bring fiber service to 18,000 
Jefferson City residents, which includes 18 
neighborhoods of4,000 homes.

Following Phase I, Socket will continue to 
expand in additional areas throughout Jefferson 
City in 2022. The network will provide high-
speed internet for generations to come. The 
expansion will provide up to 1 Gig (1,000 Mbps) 
internet service, as fiber can transmit data at 
much higher speeds than DSL or cable-based 
internet. Fiber transmits data by sending light 
along thin glass fibers.

Founded in 1994, Socket is a Missouri-based 
telephone and internet service provider with 
the largest service area in the state. Socket is 
a privately held company that provides families 
and businesses a choice for local and long-
distance phone and internet service.  p

For additional information, visit  
www.socket.net.

www.bekapublishing.com
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Telia Carrier Adds PoP at Switch’s Data Center in Las Vegas

Telia Carrier announced today that it has 
added a new Point of Presence (PoP) 
at Switch’s Core Campus in Las Vegas, 

bringing improved diversity and high-speed 
connectivity to content and cloud providers across 
the Southwest region of the United States. 

This is the first PoP for Telia Carrier in Las 
Vegas, providing customers in the region with 
more options to connect directly to its number one 
Internet backbone (AS1299), reducing the need 
to backhaul traffic, and improving latency. 

The newest PoP supports Telia Carrier’s stra-
tegic growth initiative to expand its reach across the 
United States and within the Southwest. The selec-
tion of Las Vegas only supports the entire South-
west and the fast-growing local market with area 
populations growing exponentially over the past few 
years, and suburban growth accelerated even more 
by relocations from the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to a recent Wall Street Journal 
article detailing the shift from large cities and 
metro areas to more suburban areas, “A handful 
of large urban areas, feeding off migration from 
still larger areas, continued to see the net gains 

they have been experiencing in recent years. 
Among them: Riverside County, Calif. (outside 
Los Angeles); Clark County, (Las Vegas); Mari-
copa County, (Phoenix); and Wake County, N.C. 
(Raleigh).”

“Expanding with Switch data centers in Las 
Vegas supports Telia Carrier’s commitment to serve 
the growing local population and regional market by 
supporting broadband operators and ISPs to deliver 
high quality connectivity to their end users,” said 
Art Kazmierczak, director of Business and Network 
Development, Telia Carrier. “By providing the Las 
Vegas market new diverse connectivity options at 
scale we support ecosystem growth in the market 
and deliver cloud and application providers global 
connectivity as a trusted partner.”

Switch’s Core Campus in Las Vegas boasts 
more than 500MW of power on a Tier 5 Platinum 
exascale platform making Switch one of the 
highest-rated and most cost-effective colocation 
environments in the industry.

In addition, the Las Vegas location supports 
Telia Carrier’s commitment to sustainability by 
running on 100 percent green power and renew-

able energy from solar and hydro resources. 
This effort has been recognized by Greenpeace 
and its latest Clicking Clean Report where 
Switch score all A grades.

Paired with lower taxes, and reduced natural 
disaster concerns, Las Vegas and other areas 
supporting the U.S. Southwest outside of Cali-
fornia are becoming more attractive for data 
center growth and expansions. 

“Having Telia Carrier become a part of our 
ecosystem at the Core Campus provides our 
customers with additional solutions to respond 
to soaring demand for high quality global reach 
network services out of Las Vegas,” said Switch 
SVP of Connectivity Scott Gutierrez.

Businesses in the Southwest now can take 
advantage of Telia Carrier’s number one ranked 
global backbone, AS1299, as well as the local avail-
ability of high-speed IP Transit, Cloud Connect, 
DDoS Mitigation, Ethernet and IPX services for 
operators, content providers and enterprises.  p 

Discover more at Teliacarrier.com. Visit us  
at Table 15 in Expo Hall. 

Diverse, redundant network routes.
Blackfoot Carrier Services is your trusted carrier  
network operator. Using industry best practices, we can 
meet stringent SLAs. We can also leverage fiber and RF to 
accommodate topography and time-to-market needs.

30,000+ Service Locations

866-541-5000 | BlackfootCarrierServices.com
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Stop by Kiosk #4 to meet our team!

Blackfoot Carrier Services:
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https://www.wsj.com/articles/americans-up-and-moved-during-the-pandemic-heres-where-they-went-11620734566
https://www.teliacarrier.com/products-and-services/internet-and-cloud/ip-transit.html
https://www.teliacarrier.com/products-and-services/internet-and-cloud/cloud-connect.html
https://www.teliacarrier.com/products-and-services/internet-and-cloud/ddos-mitigation.html
https://www.teliacarrier.com/products-and-services/networking/ethernet.html
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Bridge Focuses on Bridging Rural Internet Gap

Reliable internet service 
for Americans in 2021 
is becoming as neces-

sary as power and water, yet 
100 million Americans lack reli-
able and affordable broadband 
service.

Bridge Internet’s mission is 
to deliver affordable broadband 
internet service throughout rural 
America to bridge that gap, and 
the company is inviting entrepreneurs across the 
globe to help with this cause.  

Bridge Internet provides low-cost, reliable 
internet solutions with emerging 5G and existing 
4G accessibility. 

“There have been many discussions in recent 
years regarding the gap between urban and rural 
internet accessibility,” said Trip Camper, CEO of 
Bridge Internet. “We are doers, and it was well 
past the time for the families, small business 
owners and hard-working men and women of 
rural America to enjoy the same online experi-
ences as those in metro markets.” 

Since launching, 
the company has 
signed and committed 
to building verticals in 
more than 100 markets 
with a vision for over 
1,000 markets in five 
years. The company 
already is launching in 
territories from Idaho to 
Arizona to Florida and 

up the coast to South Carolina, North Carolina, 
and markets in between.  

Camper, who has more than 30 years of 
background in the communications business, 
was instrumental in developing a profound Wire-
less Internet Service Provider (WISP) business 
model that expedites the mission at Bridge 
Internet by ensuring every American family has 
access to broadband internet.

“What we are doing at Bridge is unlike most 
any franchise in the U.S., since we have a 
truly passive opportunity that doesn’t require a 
storefront, real estate investment or any inven-

tory,” Camper 
said. “There is 
minimal participa-
tion required from 
partners, and our exceptional strategic marketing 
strategy is ensuring we achieve success.”  

The focus at Bridge Internet is to go live as 
soon as possible in markets that are equipped 
fully and ready rather than waiting for years. 
This focus has local leaders across rural 
America excited and eager. 

With strategic partners and equipment manu-
facturers to provide carrier-grade solutions, 
Bridge Internet is focused on quality, easy install 
implementations to ensure customer satisfaction 
and superior customer experience.  

“We’re on track to become a nationally recog-
nized brand over the next several years, and 
we’re proud to be supporting rural America in the 
process,” Camper stated.  p

For more information about partnership 
opportunities with Bridge Internet, visit Kiosk 2 in 
the Expo Hall or corporate.bridgeinternet.com.  

www.bekapublishing.com
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DRIVE YOUR DIGITAL 
DEVELOPMENT
THROUGH GREATER  
PHOENIX
See how far your business can go with reliable power and an extensive 
fiber network that features secure point-to-point routes and multiple 
network configurations. SRP’s virtually unlimited bandwidth paves the  
way for you to digitally transform your company. 

Learn more at srptelecom.com.
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